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In 'mid-August 1953^ excavation work on the southern taxiway at Schorfheide 
airfieid was coaplétea to as far as the Vietmannsdorf-Gross Doelin road 
to the west* The taxiway was subdivided into three strips each meters 
wide o Goncreting work w&s done the saiae vjay as on the runvray <> One strip in 
the westerh section of the taxiway to as far as the Viemann sdorf-Gross Doelin 
road had been completed by 21 August e concreting work^ 

on the eastern section would start in a lew aays 0 m iuxa~iiugust 9 large«-scale 
excavation work* probably for a fuel dump ? vias under way in forest subdistrict 
(Jagen) 194 o 1 On .13 August» a teara including_Lieutenant Colonel Romanenko 
(fnu) inspected construction work at the fieldU* 


25X1 


On % August,, the Soviet commander of the Kreis Konmndantur in Tenplin 
announced at’the forest office that additional clearing . work would have to 
be-done at Schorfheide airfiéld for flying lanes ín the directions of 
Gruneuald and Bebersee# but he.did not state a target date for the 
completion of the worl< 0 Work was in full swing in late August 1953 * Each two 
groups of workers equipped vrith motor saws were engaged in elearing a strip* 
600 meters long and f>30 meters wide^ in the eastern and western extensions 
of the runway® By late August, no orders had been roceived on clearing work 
in the sw&llow-tail-shaped extensions of the flying lanes 0 In early September^ 
I i woric in the flying lanes had to be completed by 15 

October 1953« 1 


3. In mid-August* a Soviet eommission, including construction experts and 
officers^ inspected the runway« An air foree senior lieutenant xnoved in 
a jeep along ths runway and tested each concrete slab with a hammer * He 
determined. that -60 slabs vere defectixe and, therefore* - would have to h& 
repaired 0 Mention vjas iaade that the defective spots v/ere to be demOlished 
ïnvestigations which v/ere made to f ind out the reason for the defects showed 3 
that the concrete had been too wet when being poured o 3 
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4* The taxiways at the field consisted of three concrete strips» The slabs 

vere the sam© size as those on the runway„ The corners of the taxiways were 
rounded off e In mid-August, construction work was under way on the two 
connecting lanes between the runway and the southern taxiway 0 On 23 August* 
about 50 percent of the concrete slabs were completed on the seetion of the 
taxiway which was located west of the Vietmamisdorf-Gross Doelln road, while 
work had just started on the section east of the road 0 Excavating for 
hardstands along the taxiway vas under way, but the staked-off terrains could 
not be definitely observedo 

5 . Construction work was being done on a site between Grunewald and Kurtschlag 
where about 50 worliers were employed and a dredger was used« Allegedly^ an 
ammunition dump uas urider construction ther© 0 

6* In late August, it was rumored that lafcorers would be discharged in the 
near futui’e* l'ost cf the German workers who were engaged in unloading work 
had given notice because of the poor pay» In late August, these workers 
wer © replaced by dusslans who were quartered in the completed quartering 
lbuildings» A stoam dredger was used for unloading operations and an 
additional stcara dredger was expected to arrive* Concreting work was sfcill 
being performed on both day and night shifts; however, excavating work was 
only teing done during the daytime* Although the ccncg-efce mixers repeatedly 
vere out of operation, work progressed continuously* The construction and excavatioi 
foremen stated fchafc the consfcruction drawings were repeatedly changed and that 
they were given out only temporarlly and against receipt 0 

7* On 27 August, conferences were held on the construction work to be carried 
out during fche winfcer monfchs 5 Construction and excavation foremen stated that 
the personnel sfcrength was to be reduced to 1,000 who were to be exclusively 
engaged in excavatlon work e Informants further said that three roads, one from 
the fíeld to Templin, another one from the field to Zehdenick, and the third 
one thx^ougli the woods to the Eerliner Strasse nesr Gollin^were to be built, 
and that work on the fuel dump, referred to as oil dump, in the extension 
of the west ern connecting lane and on thë dúmp between Grunewald and Kux j t- 
schlag was to be completed e Only in the spring of 1954 would concrefcing work 
once again be resumed and the soil on either side of the runway would be 
prepared and sown mth grajis 0 With regard to constr acfcion tiork north of the 
runwajj confcradictory statements were ma.de; allegedly a taxiway was under 
construction there and xnention was made that aircraft revetments and hangars 
were planned fco be built* 

8 * In the fcilleting area, the headqimrters buildings xjere separated from the other 
buildings by & board fence to the north^ a lattlce fence to the east and a 

* barfoed'-wire fence fco the west® The quartering buildings were occupiedo The 
temporary buildings just east of the headquarters buildings housed EM and a 
portion of the dependents of the guard units 0 In late August 1953? guard 
duty near the construction site was rather lax 3 with checks being ïiiade onlý 
sporadically* 

9» An electric line and a new water pipe were being Xaid along the southern 
taxiway* 1 
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10 o Át first* % drainage system was not planned to be built on the field because 
of the de$p layer of sand® On 18 August* however 9 ÏSajor Shubanov (fnu) stated 
that the Soviet construciion headquarters thought drainage s especially 
along the runuay^ vould be neeessaryo The construction of this installatioa 
had to be approved by the Soviet eonstruction staff in Werder 0 Shubanov said 
on 5 September that Schorfheide airfíeld vas to be occupied by heavy jet 
. bomberSrt 2 


t 

t 
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11 o A railroad employee at Templin railroad station stated that 9 on 17 Augupt/ 
the spur track to the airfield uas blocked for further shipments for a 
3-da.y period becauae 200 cars with construction materi&l were parked at 
Teinplín railroad etation and the spur track and awaited uifLoadingo 
I I the chief of the Soviet consiruction headquarters 

at the field had gone to Karlshorst in vain to lift the block order and that 
he had only been successful in engag ing §2 new unloading w orlcers 
instead of the required 100 lAtorerSo | ] the uorKers 25X1 

assignsd to unloading operations worked rather slowly 0 


12 . 
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13 

li't e 


0h 18 August 9 f |a braneh track to the southeast was staked 

off from kiloraeter mrkor 5d of the spur track to the field which branches 
off near ¥ogelaang 0 A railroad employee at Templin railroad station stated 
that the new track was a siding to the Kurtschlag • area where a large 
amunition durnp uas planned to be constructed G 


| | on 17 August^ 2 g 274 laborers 

of the Brandenburg Bauunion were employed at Schorfheide aírfieldo 

Work on the runway contimially progresaed throughout August 0 0n 29 August, 
only about half of strip 10 remaiaed to be concreted c . Wo exact dimensions 
of th'e runvay eould .be detenained» The runway sloped to both longitudínal 
si des. Markers, 40 meters &part 9 uere erected along the southern taxiway 0 
Karker 16' Ipcated at the point uhere the southern taxiway begins to 
run parallek tó the runvay and marker No* 104 was at the east end of the 
taxiway tf fhe taxitmy had a vidth of about 21 meters 0 Víork vas completed on 
one concrete strip from the western end of the runway to the south as 
f ar as marker Ifo* 16 and f arther to the east toward marker Wo. 43 e Work vas 
started on another coneret® strip leading from marker N©*43 to the-west 9 
vhile no uork had been done on the strip in the middle« The strip leading 
froia marker fe 43 to' marker No,. 39 and farther to the north as far as 
the runvay had been completed by 29 August 0 


15» Surveyor Sclimidt- (fnu) stated that harp-shaped hardstands with a 40-<rm 

concrete eover vere to be constructed along the southern taxivay. Anotfeer 
informant said that the hardstands uere to bo provided with a 15»cm. 
concrete top layer 3 

16. An area vith the s&me vidth as the taxivay wao cleared of woods and graded 
in the southern extension of the uestern connecting lane betveen the runway 
and'the eoutharn táxivay. The cleared area extended approxirnately 300 
meters south of the road tjhich leads from Grunewaid tow*urd the easto About 
100 metera south of this road and about 80 meters west of the lane in forest 
subdistrict No. 162 vrere six earth holes P each about 1„5 meters deep and 
20 meters in diameter, in viiich fuel containers were probably to be 
installad • According to surveyor Schmídt, a fuel dump was under construction 
there 0 
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17« Karkers vere erected along the railrcad tracks whieh extended from 

Vogelsang via Grunewald to the construction site» At marker 11 vas the 
junction of ths track to the cement storage sheds» Between markers 11 »4 
and 12 e 2 the railroad line was double-traeked e At mrker ll.,6 9 the 
construetion of a loading rainp had been startedo Marker 11,4 was about 
250 meters east of the Vietirannsdorf ~Gro ss Doelln road* From this road 
at the northern side of the traek a clearing was cut ? allegedly serving 
as an approach road to the loading ramp 0 As the distance betueen markers 
11 0 4 and 11 «6 was 400 meters 9 the approach road to the ravap had a length 
of ©pproximately 650 meters» 
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1S„ During the second haif of August, clearing \jork uas being done in tha 
i-joods between Kurtschlag and Grunewaldo About 30 workers vere daily 
trucked to the site 0 There were carpenters who cut beams for several 
framed buildings , eaeh beam mth a width of 10 „35 metërs, length of 14o65 
meterS| and a height of 2 f S5 meters® The walls between the wooden framewrk 
were to be filled with stones^ A telephone line was to be laid from the 
construetion headqiiarters to the dump under construction which, aeeording 
to surveyor Schmidt, va& an ©Btmunition dump 0 


I 1 19 o On 15 August s | | 25X1 

| | a flying lanc near Schorfheide airfield was to be cleared 

of uoodso Wbrk was to start on 15 August on either side of the Kaisergestell t 
whlch is a path through the woods 0 The section pointing toward the airfield 
was to be eleared of the underwood, while the far-off section could keep 
9f -y ^ the underbrush up to a height of 2 0 5 meterso 


]20® A total of 2,216 vorkers, including 33 on surface construction, were 

©mployed at the field on 20 Augustgand a total of 1 2 912f including 32 on 
surface constructio^on 4 Sopteinber o Forty negligent i.jorkers were to be 
discharged after 5 September* According to Kutscher (fnu) ? chief.of the 
underground constr uction depsrtment, the number of construction workers 
was to be reduoed to 1 5 000 in the following weeks* 


21« At 12 í 35 Pcm 0 on 5 September* concreting work was completed on the runwáy e 
Only the edges of the concrete slabs had to be furfoished and the joints had 
to foe f illed with bitumen e The l 0 5-meter»wide strips ©long the longitudinal 
edges of the runway were to be provided with a foundation of crushed stones 
mixed \é.th hitumer* WoVk was to be carried out by the Geruian eonstruction 
staff and not foy a sufo-oontr&etor as reported pr eviously o Concreting on 
the taxiways started on 10 áugust» Although the excavation was only 15 cm- 
deep, the taxiways -were to be given a 40-cm. concrete cover » The concreting 
of the liardstands and the dispersal areas had not foeen started* Motor roads 
with a 15-cïd.. eonereie cover were scheduled to.be constructed parallel to, 
and alo pg the i*4side of, the two taxiways which branched off toward the south 
from the two ends of the runway« These roads were to have a width of one 
concrete slab each and were to cross the dispersal areas» The width of the 
earth strips between-tbe roads and the taxiways could not be determined 0 


22 ln the seeond half of August, construction work was under way on a fuel 
dump, 300 x 250 meters, in the northern section of forest subdistrict No* 

162 north of th@ spur track» Holes afoout 30 meters apart were excavated 
foy a dredger „ A strip for an approach road to the southern taxiwny was 
cieared of woods and graded t > áceording to Weinert (f nu)p wiio is responsifole 
fo r the arrangement of the building ground, a second fuel dump wa s scheduled 
to he constructed in the northern section of forest subdistricts 160 and 161 0 
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23 o The \foods camp was recently referred to as Techaisches Lager (technical 

cajnp) by the Gv;rrr:an construction staffo Weinert stated thai several biiildings 
láth pointad roofs 9 ucoclen structiires with solid foundations g were to be búilt 
there 0 A xmtor road allegedly was to connect the technical camp with the 
airf ield « 

24* A ioading ramp was to bs built by the Thusringische Baugenossenschaft in the 
northern section of forest subdistrict No, 160 * During the period from 8 
February t'o 31 August 1953 „ the following building materials arrived and 
v/ere consumed at the airfield: 


Material 


Arrival Consuraption 

injo ng^ __ __i n tons 


Portland cement 

39,072 0 7 

37,366.47 

7/l5“type chippings 

39,661.79 

32,248 .19 

15/30-*type chíppings 

61,046.54 

56,110.91 

gravel 

181, 324.03 

147,555.82 

On 15 August* | 


| the following 

work v/as scheduled to be done in 1953: 


25X1 


Coïnpletion of runway and taxiways; 

Construction of two hardstancls 9 one each at the western and eastern taxivrays ; 
Constructíon of an atnmunition durnp in the woods south of Grunewaldj 
vjhere excavation work had already been started ; 


í 1 26 0 The runway at tfce airfield was concreted by 5 September a The taxiways v v/hich 

were subdivided into three concrete strips each, each strip with a width of 
7*4 meters* were baing concreted in the sarne way as the runwayo An area was 
being cleared of woods between Grunewald and Kurtsehlag» Five buiídings \^ere 
to be erocted in this area and a standard-gauge spur track was to bs laid as 
far as the buildings« Another clearing» probablý for a fuel dump ? was in 
forest subdistrict No B 162 » Exc-avation wrk was under way there e A strip in 
forest súbdistricts No, 198 and 199 9 west of the airf ield^ were also cleared 
of woods, probably for a flying lane. 1 

27* ' Colonel .Kirek (f nu) , previously known as supervlsor at the field f was 2 
replaced by Khoíiotov (fnu) who was thé chief of construction staff No* 101* 
25X1 | I vehicíes vrere observed at the building grounds 

Trucks Sedans 
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I I 28 , | 

an additional 16 mlllion eastznarks «ere allotted but that it was not clear 
uhether this sm was seheduled for the 1953 construction stage only or also 
for 1954 * 


29 • On 27 August „ concreting vork on the runway was completed except for one 
strip on whieh work was expected to start in the first days of SeptembeTo 
Lsxge-scaïe concreting was under way on the southern taxiway 0 Smalï strips 
with coníferous trees were still observed between the runway and the sauthern 
taxiway and the two connecting lanes 0 


0 n 22 Augustj | the list of construction materials 

required for tnree amunition iEids which were to be erected in the 
amunition durnp at the airfieldo A total of 40*000 bricks were required 
for each shed and 12,000 bricks eaeh for an administrative building and 
a guardhouse 0 A totaí of 360 wooden poles and 15*000 msters of barbed ’wire 
were to be xnade available for a fence 0 On 26 Augustg | 

[ | the construction bureau that telephone 

iines were to he laid to Kurtschlag where a material dump was scheduled to 
fce ©stablished* that three ammunition sheds would be built near the Dusterlake 
forestry* and thát clearing work there should be limited to the smallesi 
©jrtent because of camouflage purposes. 
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31 <» The buildings along the Vietmnnsdorf-Gross Ibelln road consiSted of 5 
bílleting buildings* allegedly for Soviet officers, and 1 headquarters 
buildingo | |the barracks 

iristallations near Vogelsang vere scheduled to house the EM from the air- 

field 9 | 2^ X1 

Buring a conferonce with the Soviet construetion staff**on 27 August^ tha 
Soviets made xaention of large-scale earth work (50 fl 0QQ cubic méters) whieh 
ws planned for the winter monthSo I I 

a si-ïïi of 23 million eastmarks was allotted for construction work at the 
25X1 airfield for 1953 and a sum of 20 million eastmarks for 1954° 

I 1 32. The dump in the woods which had been reported in July 1953 was not located 
in the exbension of the runway but near Kurtschlago A sum of l a 6 raillion 
eastmarks was made avaiiable for t he constructïon of this dump in August 1953 o 
| | deep bunkers for the storage of ammunition 

were to be built there ,, Work had also started on a fuel dmp at 'tfcs field e 1 


25X1 

□ 33 


In early September | Kliomotov (fnu)^ 

chief of the Soviet construction iieadquarters at the field* requested a 
'quiek supply of construetion xnaterialo The eontract with the cement plant 
i n Karsdorf was valid only un til 1 October 1953 » 2 


25X1 1- 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


^Coxirmento The statementa C 


[ in the present report 
supply the following picture of Schorfheide airfields Concreting work 
on the runway whieh is 3*500 meters long* 80 meters wide and 40 cm thick 
was coxnpleted by 5 Septemfcer 1953 o A fueí dixmp is under construction in 
forest subdistrict (Jagen) No, l62o l I 

A dump* probably an axnmunition dump t with a spur track is being built nea r 
the Dusterlake forestry between Grune wald and Kurtschlag 0 I I 

| | A loadlng ramp is under construction 

in Jagea No* 158 0 For location and markers* see Annex» Concreting work ±s 
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under way on the southern taxi \m.y & As the bed of the taxiway was 
exeavated only to a depth of 15 cm* and as the scheduled concrete 
cover is to be 40 cm» *ohiok ? the diff erence of 25 cïïu will be coiripensa^sd 
by filling up the two sides of the taxiway* See Annex, The hatchings 
indicate the status of concreting as of 4 September 1953 % Appróach 
lanes in the eastern and western extensions of ihe runway are bein£r 
cleared of woods 0 | | 

1 A motor road is under 

construction parallel to the taxiways which branch off from the 
eastern and western ends of the runway • For 1953 construction plan^ se© 
para^raph 25 of this report 0 For work plan during the winter months of 
1953/54? see paragraph 7 of this r enort. | 


According to a previous repc?"t, a premium vras announced 

for the com.pl etion of the rum-ray by 31 August 1953 while ths x-.’crk speed 
was acceierateá and the q ue.lity of work was reducedo I ^ _ I 

The statement that 60 defectivr concrete síabs 
were díscovered when testing the runway points out the result of the lcw 
rate of workingo 
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Annex 


Schorfheld® Airfield 

Logmác 

a lane oleared of woods and graded ? probably road to fuel dump 
b Six ©arth holes f each 20 meters in diameter and 1 0 5 meters deep 
o . Clearod Isne, approach road to loading ramp 
á Loading r&mp 

© Gross Doalln «• ¥ietmannsdorf road 
f Wood path to Berlrch settlement to the east 

g Hood pat'a from Grunevald toward Gollin Lak© to the east; path crosses 
taxiway batueen aarkers : B1 and 88 aM 250 meters south of southem edge 
of runuay 

h Interseetion of road leading from Grunewald toward Gollin Lake with 
250 ínaters south of southern edge of runvay 

I Bistance of point h from southern edge of nmway 

k Runuay 

1 Tsxivay 
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